October 11, 2011
The Honorable Tom Harkin, Chair
The Honorable Mike Enzi, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Enzi,
As leading organizations representing millions of Americans with pain and their health
professionals and businesses who serve them, we are writing to request that you convene a
Committee hearing on the findings and recommendations of the landmark report on pain issued
this summer by the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences. The report,
Relieving Pain in America: A Blueprint for Transforming Prevention, Care, Education and
Research, which was undertaken as a direct result of a bipartisan amendment approved by the
HELP Committee, is our best opportunity to date to begin to better tackle a staggering problem
that imposes huge and potentially avoidable economic and health care costs on our nation.
The IOM report documents the staggering toll pain takes on individual Americans and their
families, our economy, and government budgets and lays out a comprehensive set of
recommendations for action. The IOM found that pain is a major public health problem which
impacts at least 116 million American adults and costs the nation $560-635 billion a year in
health care and productivity losses. Much of this cost is borne by taxpayers, accounting for 14
percent of all Medicare spending with federal and state government costs totaling $99 billion in
2008.
A hearing by your Committee to hear from the leaders of the Institute of Medicine committee as
well as Americans directly impacted by chronic pain and the professionals who care for them
would give this important national issue some much deserved attention and provide the
Committee with important information on how to both reduce health costs and human suffering
through improved pain prevention, care, research and education.
Thank you for your continuing commitment to this major public health issue, and thank you for
consideration of our request for this hearing.
Sincerely,
American Academy of Pain Management
American Cancer Society—Cancer Action Network
American Chronic Pain Association
American Pain Foundation
American Society of Anesthesiologists
American Society for Pain Management Nursing

Boston Scientific Corporation
Center for Practical Bioethics
Cephalon
Chronic Pain Research Alliance:
The Endometriosis Association
The TMJ Association
CFIDS Association of America
National Vulvodynia Association
Citizens Advocacy Center
Collegium Pharmaceutical
Endo Pharmaceutical
Inflexxion, Inc.
Massachusetts Pain Initiative
Medtronic
National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship
National Fibromyalgia & Chronic Pain Association
Neuropathy Association
Oncology Nursing Society
Pfizer
Purdue Pharma
RADARS
Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy Association
US Pain Foundation
Virginia Cancer Pain Initiative

