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Executive Summary
Special thanks to all ASA members who served as spokespeople in February. The most popular topics included
member inclusion, research, science and technology, and pediatric anesthesia. The majority of coverage was online
and remained positive at over 80 percent.
If you are contacted by a media outlet seeking comment on anesthesia related topics or even non-anesthesia related
topics, please contact the ASA Marketing and Communications Department at communications@asahq.org. ASA can
provide the latest topical background information, media training and interview tips for any type of request. Also,
please let ASA know if you were mentioned in any media report, as an appearance may be featured in a future ASA
Media Clip Report or ASA NEWSLETTER “Anesthesiology in the News” piece.

Featured Topics
ASA Chair of the Committee on Communications John F. Dombrowski, M.D. appeared on a February 14
segment of The Dr. Drew Show that covered Whitney Houston’s death. Dr. Dombrowski spoke about the importance
of appropriate prescribing practices.
Two studies from the March issue of Anesthesiology were included as part of the Journal Press Release Program. One
study found that there was a higher frequency of litigation and a great severity of patient injury associated with
those litigations when the anesthesiologist was 65 years of age or older. The second study found that elderly patients
with mild cognitive impairment (MCI), as well as normal elderly undergoing surgery experienced increased levels of
brain atrophy beyond what is expected from normal aging. Special thanks to 2011 ASA President Mark A.
Warner, M.D., ASA member Michael J. Tessler, M.D. and Richard Kline, Ph.D. for participating in the
program.

News Type
Online pub/wire service made up the largest portion of coverage.

News Category
Member inclusion garnered the most hits during February.

News Medium
Online outlets made up the majority of publications.

Overall Tone Summary
The majority of coverage was positive.

American Society of Anesthesiologists – General
“Don’t Let Osteoarthritis Slow You Down,” WKBT La Crosse, February 6, 2012.
 ASA member Carmen R. Green, M.D. discussed treatments to address symptoms of osteoarthritis including a
mix a physical therapy, acupuncture and prescription pain medications. Dr. Green stressed one of the most
important things a patient can do is to stay active.
“7 Serious Effects of Anesthesia Drug Shortages on Surgery Centers,” Becker’s ASC Review, February 9, 2012.
 ASA member Meena S. Desai, M.D. reviewed how drug shortages are impacting ambulatory surgery centers
and patients. Some of the complications from drug shortages include an increase in medication errors and
patient side effects.
The Dr. Drew Show, February 14, 2012.
 ASA Chair of the Committee on Communications John F. Dombrowski, M.D. appeared in a segment to
discuss appropriate prescribing practices.
“The Ultimate Lifesaver,” Wall Street Journal, February 14, 2012.
 ASA member Andreas Grabinsky, M.D. provided comment on the push by emergency medical systems and
ambulance companies to have state-of-the-art prehospital care and education through improved equipment
and technologies.
“Drug Shortages Still Vex Anesthesiology,” Medscape, February 16, 2012.
 ASA Chair of the Committee on Ethics Jeffrey S. Jacobs, M.D. provided an update on the drug shortages of
anesthetics including an upcoming ethics conference to address the issue in June 2012.

Journal Anesthesiology
In February, two studies from the March issue of Anesthesiology were highlighted as part of the Journal Press
Release Program. Coverage of the studies included:
“Older Physicians Have Higher Frequency of Litigation,” News-Medical.net, February 23, 2012.
“Older Anesthesiologists Have Higher Litigation Rates,” Doctors Lounge, February 24, 2012.
“Older Anesthesiologists Face More Litigation,” Medical News Today, February 27, 2012.

“Surgery Associated with Brain Atrophy in Elderly Patients with MCI,” News-Medical.net, February 23, 2012.

Other Research
“Evidence Points to Better Approach for Back Injections,” Anesthesiology News, February 1, 2012.
 Research presented by ASA member Kenneth D. Candido, M.D. at the 2011 American Society for Regional
Anesthesia and Pain Medicine Annual Meeting was highlighted. The research found that the lateral
parasagittal approach reduces pain more effectively.
“Obese Children Require Less Propofol,” Anesthesiology News, February 1, 2012.
 Research presented by ASA member Olutoyin A. Olutoye, M.D. at ANESTHESIOLOGY 2011 was highlighted.
The research found that the effective dose of propofol is significantly lower for obese children than their
non-obese counterparts.
“Seeing the (Green) Light in the OR,” Anesthesiology News, February 1, 2012.
 Research presented by ASA member Julian M. Goldman, M.D. at ANESTHESIOLOGY 2011 was highlighted.
The research found that bathing an operating room in a dim green light accomplishes the goal of providing
surgeons with the clearest view of monitors.
“General Anesthesia in Infancy Linked to Higher Risk of ADHD,” CNN International, February 2, 2012.
“Possible Link Between Anesthesia Exposure and ADHD in Young Children,” Fox News, February 2, 2012.
“Study Finds Possible Link Between Anesthesia and ADHD,” ABC News, February 2, 2012.
 Research by ASA member David O. Warner, M.D. was featured. Dr. Warner’s research found that young
children who undergo multiple procedures requiring anesthesia could be at a higher risk for developing
attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) later on.
“Doctor Radio,” Sirius XM, February 17, 2012.
 ASA members David M. Eckmann, M.D., Ph.D. and Bruce D. Spiess, M.D. were interviewed to discuss their
research about perfluorocarbons and cerebral protection in cardiopulmonary bypass, hemorrhagic shock and
others types of injury and illness.

